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In the Claims 
Qaims remaining in the application are as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended): A slot filler adapted for usage in a rack cabinet 
configured to accept a plurality of stacked housing contained standard electronic equipment 
»W devices whoro n ia - Q multiplo of U unito of oia e 1 or greater housed within standard rack 
mount cases , the cabinet having an air inlet and exit on mutually opposing sides and a 
plurality of slots capable of securing the stacked electronic devices, the slot filler 
comprising: 

a blanking panel adapted to cover an entry opening of an unoccupied slot; and 
a body coupled to the blanking panel that emulates dimensions of a houcing 

contained standard rack mount case housing a standard electronic equipment 
»0 device and has a thickness selected so that clearance between the slot 
filler and an adjacent housing - containod e l e ctronic d e vic e rack mount case 
and/or slot filler leaves an air flow gap from the air inlet to exit that is 
sufficiently small to create an air flow resistance pr e v e nting that prevents air 
from re-circling toward the air inlet 

2. (Currently Amended); The slot filler according to Claim 1 wherein: 

the cabinet has a frontal surface and columns coupled to the frontal surface on lateral 

ends of the plurality of slots; and 
the blanking panel attaches to the columns; 

the standard electronic equipment devices and standard rack mount cases are 

standard nU devices and cases where n is a multiple of U units of size 1 or 
greater: and 

the rack mount cases have planar exterior surfaces abutting the airflow gaps . 

3 . (Previously presented); The slot filler according to Claim 1 wherein: 

the blanking panel is a cosmetic plate that is used to cover open spaces in the cabinet 
and to facilitate controlled airflow and is constructed from sheet metal and/or 
plastic; and 

the body is constructed from sheet metal and/or plastic. 
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4. (Currently Amended): A slot filler adapted for usage in a rack cabinet 
configured to accept a plurality of stacked housing oontainod standard electronic equipment 
W devices having a box (Structur e housed within standard rack mount cases, the cabinet 
having an air inlet and exit on mutually opposing sides and a plurality of slots adapted to 
secure the stacked electronic devices, the slot filler comprising: 

a blanking panel configured to cover an entry opening of an unoccupied slot; and 
a box-structurod body coupled to the blanking panel that emulates dimensions of a 

housing oontoined 1U rack mount case housing an e lectronic device and has a 
thickness selected so that clearance between the slot filler body and an 
adjacent houGing oontain e d electronic device rack mount case and/or slot 
filler body leaves an air flow gap from the air inlet to exit that is sufficiently 
small to create an air flow resistance preventing that prevents air from re- 
circling toward the air inlet 

5. (Currently Amended): The slot filler according to Claim 4- 4 wherein: 
the body shape is approximately a rectangular polyhedroniand 

surfaces of the rack mount case and slot filler body adjac ent the air flow gap are 
planar. 

6. (Currently Amended): The slot filler according to Claim 4- 4 wherein: 
the body shape is approximately a rigid rectangular plateLand 

surfaces of the rack mount case and slot filler body adjac ent the air flow gap are 
planar . 

7. (Previously presented): The slot filler according to Claim 4- 4 wherein: 

the body has an adjustable length for extension into the cabinet a controlled depth, 
the body being selected from a group of bodies consisting of a telescoping 
body with at least one telescoping joint enabling length adjustment, a body 
with at least one perforated break line relatively weakening the body structure 
at selected depths into the rack cabinet, and a body including a plurality of 
rigid rectangular plates with a sliding mechanism enabling the plates to slide 
relative to one another. 
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8. (Currently Amended): A system comprising: 

a rack cabinet adapted to hold a plurality of stacked houoing contain e d standard 

electronic equipment «U devices w her e n is a multiplo of U units of siz e 1 or 

gr e at e r housed within standard rack mount cases ; 
an air inlet and exit coupled to mutually opposing sides of the cabinet; 
a plurality of slots contained within the cabinet and adapted to secure the stacked 

rack mount cases containing the housing contained standard electronic 

equipment nU devices; and 
a slot filler comprising: 

a blanking panel capable of covering an entry opening of an unoccupied slot; 
and 

a body coupled to the blanking panel that emulates dimensions of a houoing 
contain e d standard rack mount case housing a standard electronic 
equipment eU device and has a thickness selected so that clearance 
between the slot filler body and an adjacent housing - contain e d 
standard electronic equipm e nt nU d e vice rack mount case and^or slot 
filler leaves an air flow gap from the air inlet to exit that is sufficiently 
small to create an air flow resistance provonting that prevents air from 
re-circling toward the air inlet. 

9. (Currently Amended): The system according to Claim 8 wherein: 

the cabinet has a frontal surface and columns coupled to the frontal surface on lateral 

ends of the plurality of slots; a»d 
the blanking panel attaches to the columns; 

the standard electronic equipment devices and standard rack mount cases are 

standard nU device s and cases where n is a multiple of U un its of size 1 or 
greater, and 

the rack mount cases have planar exterior surfaces abutting the airflow gaps . 

10. (Previously presented): The system according to Claim 8 wherein: 

the blanking panel is a cosmetic plate that is used to cover open spaces in the cabinet 
and to facilitate controlled airflow and is constructed from sheet metal and/or 
plastic; and 

the body is constructed from sheet metal and/or plastic. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended): A system comprising: 

a rack cabinet adapted to hold a plurality of stacked housing contained electronic 

devices housed within rack mount cases : 
an air inlet and exit coupled to mutually opposing sides of the cabinet; 
a plurality of slots contained within the cabinet and adapted to secure the stacked 

rack mount cases containing the housing contained electronic devices; and 
a slot filler adapted for usage in & the rack cabinet configured to accept a plurality of 

stack e d standard electronic e quipment 1U d e vices having a b eg w s lructur e, the 

slot filler comprising: 

a blanking panel configured to cover an entry opening of an unoccupied slot; 
and 

a box structured body coupled to the blanking panel that emulates dimensions 
of a housing - contained 1U rack mount case housing an electronic 
device and has a thickness selected so that clearance between the slot 
filler body and an adjacent housing contain e d electronic device rack 
mount case and/or slot filler body leaves an air flow gap from the air 
inlet to exit that is sufficiently small to create an air flow resistance 
preventing that prevents air from re-circling toward the air inlet. 

.12. (Currently Amended): The system according to Claim 8 wherein: | 
the body shape is approximately a rectangular polyhedron : and 
surfaces of the rack mount case and slot filler body adjacent the air flow gap are 
planar . 

13. (Currently Amended): The system according to Claim 8 wherein: 
the body shape is approximately a rigid rectangular plat e: and 

surfaces of the rack mount case and slot filler body adjacent the air flow gap are 
planar . 

14. (Previously presented): The system according to Claim 8 wherein: 

the body has an adjustable length for extension into the cabinet a controlled depth, 
the body being selected from a group of bodies consisting of a telescoping 
body with at least one telescoping joint enabling length adjustment, a body 
with at Jeast one perforated break line relatively weakening the body structure 
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at selected depths into the rack cabinet, and a body including a plurality of 
rigid rectangular plates with a sliding mechanism enabling the plates to slide 
relative to one another. 

15. (Currently Amended): A method of controlling airflow in an electronic system 
comprising: 

aaoosing inserting a plurality of housing oontoin e d standard electronic equipment nU 
devices contained within standard nU rack mount cases where n is a multiple 
of U units of size 1 or greater m into a housing having multiple slots fe* 
configured to receive the rack mount cases housing contain e d 
standard oloorrpnic equipment nU dovioes arranged in a stack; 

directing a cooling airstream flow over the plurality of hearing contained - standard 

rack mount cases containing the electronic equipment nU devices wh o ro n ia a 
multipl e of U unito of size 1 or great e r from an air inlet to an exit; 

inserting a slot filler within any unoccupied slots between the plurality of housing - 
oonlainod standard rack mount cases containing the electronic equipment nU 
Hpvipac whe*e " is a multiple nf TT nnitr. nf nifro 1 nr gr e ater and/or slot fillers; 
and 

arranging the plurality of housing contained standard rack mount c ases containing 

the electronic equipment nU devices whore n io D multipl e of U unito of siz e 1 
e r - great e r and slot fillers with a selected clearance between adjacent housing 
contained standard rack mount cases containing the electronic equipment nU 
devices and/or slot fillers leaving an air flow gap from the air inlet to exit that 
is sufficiently small to create an air flow resistance provonting that prevents 
air from re-circling toward the air inlet. 

1 6. (Currently Amended): A method of controlling airflow in an electronic system 
comprising: 

onoaging inserting a plurality of housing contain e d electronic devices contained 

within rack mount cases m into a housing having multiple slots for roooiving 
configured to receive the rack mount cases houoinc oootain e d oloctronio 
dovicae arranged in a stack; 
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directing a cooling airstream flow over the plurality of stacked rack mount cases 
containing the housing contain e d electronic devices from an air inlet to an 
exit; 

inserting a slot filler within any unoccupied slots between the plurality of stacked 
rack mount cases containing the housing contained electronic devices; and 

arranging the plurality of stacked rack mount cases containing the homing oontained 
electronic devices and slot fillers with a selected clearance between adjacent 
housing-contained electronic devices and/or slot fillers leaving an air flow 
gap from the air inlet to exit that is sufficiently small to create an air flow 
resistance prev e nting that prevents air from re-circling toward the air inlet? 
a&€l 

polooting dimonQiona and form of the slot filloro to e mulato a box structured 1U 
electronic dovioo . 

1 7. (Currently Amended): The method according to Claim i& 16 further 
comprising: 

receiving the cooling airstream flow into the housing from an air inlet in a front 

portion of the housing; and 
venting warm air from the stacked standard electronic oquipmont nU devices to an 

exit in a rear portion of the housing. 

1 8. (Currently Amended): The method according to Claim 44 16 Anther 
comprising: 

covering the slot filler in an unoccupied slot with an ornamental covering. 

1 9. (Currently Amended): The method according to Claim -34 16 further 
comprising: 

adjusting slot filler length for extension into the housing a controlled depth selected 
from a group of actions consisting of adjusting at least one telescoping joint 
in a telescoping body, breaking the body structure along a perforated break 
line relatively weakening the body structure at a selected depth into the rack 
cabinet, and sliding a plurality of rigid rectangular plates relative to one 
another. 
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20. (Currently Amended): A system comprising: 

a housing with a plurality of slots regularly arranged in a stack for receiving multiple 
housing containod standard electronic equipment nU devices whoro n io a 
fBttftjpte nf TT unite! of cizo 1 or gr e at e r encased within rack mount case_s , the 
housing having an air inlet and an air exit for passing cooling air through the 
housing contained standard rack mount encased electronic equipment «U 
devices; 

at least one housing contain e d standa r-d rack mount encased electronic equipment «y 
device inserted into at least one of the plurality of slots; and 

at least one slot filler inserted into the a slot of the plurality of slots, the slot fillers 
having dimensions that emulate dimensions of a hou s ing containod standard 

rlmr.trnm'n rtqmpmflnt nt T doviQO tack mount Case . 

the at least one houoing containod standard rack mount encased electronic equipment 
atJ device and the slot filler having an arrangement when inserted into the 
slots so that clearance between the adjacent slot fillers and/or houaing 
contain e d standard rack mount encased electronic equipment nU devic e 
devices is an air flow gap that extends from the air inlet to the air exit that is 
sufficiently small to create an air flow resistance provonting that prevents air 
from re-circling toward the air inlet. 

21 . (Currently Amended): A system for controlling airflow in an electronic 
system comprising: 

means for onoasing holding a plurality of housing contained standard electronic 

equipment nU devices whore n is a multiple of U units of siz e 1 or great e r 

contained within rack mount cases; 
means within the encasin g holding means for receiving the plurality of housing 

contained standard rack mount contained electronic e quipm e nt nU devices 

arranged in a stack; 

means for directing a cooling airstream flow over the plurality of houaing oontain e d 
standard rack mount contained electronic equipment nU devices where n is a 
multiple of U units of size 1 or greater from an air inlet to an exit; and 

means for filling any unoccupied receiving means, the receiving means, standard 
rack mount contained electronic equipment hU devices, and filling means 
being arranged with a selected clearance between adjacent standard rack 
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mount contained electronic equipment nU devices and/or filling means 
leaving an air flow gap from ihe air inlet to exit that is sufficiently small to 
create an air flow resistance prev e nting that prevents air from re-circling 
toward the air inlet. 
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